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districts of Travancore ; in these above 4,000 boys receive a
good education. There are also twenty vernacular village
schools, with 1,300 pupils, receiving grants in aid.

Female education, too, is spreading. There has never been
any decided objection on the part of Sudras or Ilavars to the
elementary instruction of females, probably in consequence of
the influential position of women in their singular system of
inheritance by the female line. One or two thousand girls of
these castes attend the ordinary village schools. It is from
the Brahmans, principally, that objections to female education
come. Of course the lowest classes also are without the
means of obtaining instruction, except in Mission Schools;
their children being refused admission to all respectable
native schools, and, with rare and recent exceptions, to all
Government schools.

From the commencement of missionary operations in
Travancore, great attention has been paid to female education
by missionaries both of the London Missionary and the
Church Missionary Societies, the former being liberally aided
by the Society for Female Education in the East. Within
the last few years much good has also been accomplished by
the agents of the Indian Female Normal School and In-
struction Society, who have induced numbers of the very
highest families in Trevandrum to send their children to their
school, or to receive instruction at their own homes, like the
" zenana " teaching of Northern India. This good work has
enjoyed the patronage and benefited by the personal example
of H. H. the Maharajah, the first Prince, and the Dewan;
and there are now, in addition, two schook for Brahman and
other high-caste girls, under their more immediate patronage,
conducted respectively in the fort and in one of the suburbs
of the capital.

Mission schools are numerous and influential According
to information furnished by the missionaries themselves, for